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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: July 17, 2025 
CONTACT: communications@baaqmd.gov  

Air District and Alameda County District Attorney announce enforcement 
actions against Radius Recycling, formerly Schnitzer Steel 
Enforcement actions to hold Radius Recycling accountable in West Oakland 

SAN FRANCISCO – Today, the Bay Area Air District and Alameda County District Attorney 
Ursula Jones Dickson filed a joint civil lawsuit against Radius Recycling, formerly Schnitzer Steel 
Industries, for air quality violations related to the fire at the company’s facility in West Oakland 
on August 9-10, 2023. In addition, previous enforcement actions by the Air District and the district 
attorney required Radius Recycling to install new equipment that has eliminated hundreds of 
tons of air pollution and reduced cancer risk by 84 percent since 2022; today the Air District 
finalized the operating permit for this important equipment.  

“Radius Recycling’s actions endangered the health and well-being of the West Oakland 
community, an area already burdened by decades of air pollution,” said Dr. Philip Fine, executive 
officer of the Air District. “This lawsuit and permit action reflect the Air District’s unwavering 
commitment to protecting communities, holding polluters accountable and ensuring that facilities 
like Radius operate in full compliance with air quality regulations and their permit requirements.” 

“My office is committed to the enforcement of environmental laws that safeguard our community 
from air pollution and hold businesses accountable for their toxic emissions,” said Alameda 
County District Attorney Ursula Jones Dickson. “This joint civil action seeks to bring Radius into 
compliance with existing law and regulations and require further protections to prevent future 
toxic air contaminants from impacting West Oakland.”  

The lawsuit seeks penalties against Radius Recycling for its negligence related to a major fire 
that broke out on August 9, 2023, causing significant air quality impacts in West Oakland. Radius 
Recycling’s shredder was down at the time, but the company kept accepting more scrap until it 
ran out of space to store it. It therefore put the material in an area which is not equipped with 
water cannons to keep the material wetted and heat-detection cameras to spot dangerous 
temperature increases – crucial fire-prevention measures required by the facility’s air permit. 
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Radius Recycling’s failure to keep the material adequately wet, and its failure to monitor the 
materials’ rising temperature, were substantial factors in creating the conditions that caused the 
fire. 

The lawsuit asks the court to assess a monetary penalty against Radius Recycling, and it also 
seeks an injunction prohibiting Radius Recycling from storing any scrap material in locations 
that do not have adequate watering systems and heat-detection cameras.  

The permit for the air pollution control equipment stems from earlier enforcement actions by 
the Air District and by the Alameda County District Attorney in partnership with the 
California Attorney General and the California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. Those enforcement actions ended in 2020 and 2021 and required Radius 
Recycling to install two new thermal oxidizers and two new packed-bed acid gas scrubbers on 
the metal shredder to comply with Air District regulations. Radius Recycling installed 
mandatory air pollution abatement equipment in 2022. The equipment has been effective 
in reducing the shredder’s potential to emit smog-forming organic compound emissions by 
approximately 98 percent, and it has greatly reduced cancer and other public health risks 
associated with these emissions as well as other public health risks. 

Radius Recycling had some violations on initial startup of the new pollution control 
equipment, for which the Air District fined the company $575,000 in 2024. Radius Recycling 
addressed those problems and is currently operating in compliance with applicable 
regulations. The operating permit issued today, July 17, 2025, requires continued 
operation of this equipment going forward, with revised permit conditions to ensure ongoing 
compliance. 

Radius Recycling shreds and sorts scrap metal materials, such as end-of-life vehicles and 
appliances, which are then sold and transported from the facility for reuse in steel mills and 
foundries globally. 

The Bay Area Air District is the regional agency responsible for protecting air quality and the 
global climate in the nine-county Bay Area. Connect with the Air District via Facebook, X, 
Instagram and YouTube.   
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